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II    SAMUEL,    III;     33. 

^'And  tbe  King  said  unto  liis  servants  :  Know  je  not  that  a  prince  and 
a  great  man  has  fallen  this  daj  in  Israel  ?" 

We  have  assembled  to-day  on  one  of  the  most  mournful  oc- 
easions  in  our  nation's  history.  As  individuals  we  have  had 
our  sorrows ;  we  have  wept  and  almost  refused  to  be  comforted 
over  the  loss  of  those  who  were  dear  to  us  ;  but  when,  as  now, 
have  all  hearts  been  stricken  with  a  grief  that  seems  almost  be- 
yond the  reach  of  consolation  ? 

Abraham  Lincoln,  our  noble  President,  has  fallen, — fallen 
by  a  vile  assassin'n  hand,  in  the  prime  of  his  strength,  and  in 
the  hour  of  dawning  peace  and  triumph.  As  the  sad  news 
lias  flashed  throughout  the  land,  how  have  the  hearts  of  mil- 
lions been  pierced  with  sorrow,  and  many  cheeks  been  wet  with 
tears.  The  nation  weeps.  As  when  the  "Father  of  his  Coun- 
try" laid  down  in  death  the  land  was  filled  with  mourning,  so 
now,  when  he  who  has  been  to  us  a  second  Washington  is  gone. 

And  on  such  a  sad  occasion  how  fitting  that  we  should  as- 
semble thus,  and  while  we  commune  about  our  departed,  tell 
our  grief  to  God,  praise  Him  for  his  goodness  in  the  midst  of 
sorrow,  plead  with  Him  to  be  our  nation's  keeper,  and  seek  to 
learn  from  Him  those  lessons  which  this  calamity  is  designed 
to  teach. 


Tl.r  vc;co  ( T  prr.i'C  an  J  prnyerhavc  been  already  I'.cnrd,  and' 
v.'W  X'l'Mx  sue  .lc»(ilvcs  tiio  tliify  ot'  cr.deavurliig  to  pr.  oiaiiiUiic 
f.i."  :'!'(!  i  til.  rljiiioiK-- ;;rd  1ec!»,-l.ii'jj,s  ol"  iliis  sad  hour.  Tl.c 
\v  :d-  \\\u\  I  i'u\e  aiii!t)ni:ecd  scini  1o  nic  a  suitable  basis 
t"  r  .  I'i'li  oii(!f'a\('r.  T'ue,  tlioy  were  iitfcied  with  rclcreiicc  to 
o;  (■  ii.  vl  o.  c  ti:;na('t«T  aii''  lilt*  tLcrc  wen-  many  points  of  con- 
tra, t  w  iili  lii.^  ■vvlioni  \vc  now  niunrn,  ahliongli  in  tlie  circum- 
s:ai;(.Ts  ot"  l-is  death  there  was  something  of  corre.-^pondence,  the 
hand  of  a  nimdeier  in  cither  case,  dcaUng  in  steahh  the  I'atal 
b.'uw.  (y/w  fallen  -vvas  the  very  impersonation  of  patriotism, 
tiie  i  ob!e  representative  of  justice  and  truth,  rather  tiian  the 
niinicn  of  reLeliion  as  was  Abncr.  ])Ut  still  the  testimony  of 
t'.iese  words,  vie\Ved  absolutely,  is  unmistakably  true  of  him, 
and  thcicfore  I  sue-c;est  them  as  the  foundation  of  my  remarks. 

IIow  stranjxe  the  changes  of  a  i'ew  short  davs!  But  a  little' 
W'hile  since,  and  the  bells  pealed  out  their  gladness,  bontires 
blazed,  torches  burned,  cannon  tlunidcrcd,and  all  hearts  danced 
wiiii  joy  as  the  glorious  tidings  came  of  victory  over  the  i'o(s.- 
But  now,  alas!  the  same  bells  toll  mournfully  the  tidings  of 
death,  the  tires  of  gladness  have  ceased  to  blaze,  the  minute 
guns  of  mourning  are  heard,  the  glorious  flag  of  our  country- 
flutters  at  half-mast,  upon  its  beautiful  folds,  upon  our  dwel- 
lings, within  our  sanctuaries,  and  on  every  side  are  the  dark 
badges  of  mourning,  and  all  faces  look  sad  with  some  great 
sorrow. 

And  such  rejoicing  was  well.  It  was  the  rising  sun  of  vic-- 
toryand  glorious  triumph  that  we  greeted  Avith  great  joy,  vic- 
tory and  triumph  over  a  rebellion  that  had  lifted  its  hand  against 
tin.'  nation's  very  life,  that  for  lour  long  years  had  taxed  its  en- 
tire encriries,  and  caused  the  sacrifice  of  millions  upon  millions 
of  treasure,  and  scores  of  thousands  of  precious  lives,  and  tilled 
the  land  wilh  sorrow.  And  what  wonder  that  there  Avas  joy,  joy 
like  that  when  the  tidings  of  oui*  nation's  independence  were  lirst 
proclaimed,  joy  by  the  force  of  which  all  party  prejudices  were 
.*vfrpta\^av,   and  m<-n  thought  (,mly  of  a   nation  sa\«'d.      AVh»(- 


wonder,  that  on  that  memorable  day  wlien  tliese  good  tidings 
came,  there  was  spontaneous  thanksgiving,  without  toiinal 
proclamalion,  ascending  from  the  hearts  of  the  j  eopie  unto 
"Gcd.  When  was  there  a  greater  cause  for  tliank.-givii;^',  pir.ce 
the  nation  hada  being.  Was  lawful  authority  to  tiiurnph  o-.-er 
lawless  rebellion,  was  civihzation  to  triumpli  over  baibarism, 
was  freedom  entering  the  arena  of  conflict  with  slavery  to  come 
out  the  victor,  was  religion  in  deadly  conflict  with  all  manner  of 
ungodliness,  and  victory  seen  perched  upon  her  banner,  was 
the  end  of  this  protracted  struggle  seen  for  the  first  time  to  be 
near  at  hand,  an  end  such  that  all  the  blood  and  treasures  ex- 
.pended.in  it  would  not  be  -.^'rfun,  an  end  in  which  every  lover  of 
truth  and  humanity  throughout  the  world  would  rejoice;  and 
should  we  not  give  thanks  ?  Ah,  no  wonder  that  men  wept  for 
joy  when  the  banner  of  our  country  floated  over  Richmond,  and 
when  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  rebellion  and  his  army  laid 
down  their  arms  before  our  victorious  soldiers. 

But  was  there  cause  for  rejoicing  then,  and  is  there  not,  alas! 
too  much  cause  for  sorrow  now  ?  Uh  thou  nation  that  wast 
girded  with  gladness  well  mayest  thou  sit  in  sackcloth  and  weep 
and  lament,  for  in  the  hour  of  thy  triumph  thy  chosen  ruler 
has  been  stricken  down  by  death !  Oh  temble  truth !  how 
hard  i  o  realize !  The  tongue  almost  refuses  to  do  its  work  as 
.the  sad  sad  fact  presses  upon  the  mind. 

And  surely  in  this  death  a  "prince  and  a  great  man  has  fal- 
len." '  Princely  and  great"  how  ?  Bybirlh?  the  blood  of  roy- 
-alty  flowing  in  his  veins?  According  to  the  ordinary  accep- 
tance of  these  words,  no  ;  acccording  to  their  real  sigiiiticance, 
yes,  a  tlvntmnd  times  yes  ;  for  surely  if  ever  there  was  one 
born  "princely  and  great"  it  was  our  departed  President.  In 
liis  veins  there  was  royal  blood  that  showed  itself  to  be  such 
despite  all  the  circumstances  and  associations  of  his  nativity 
and  his  youth.  Jlis  was  royalty  that  could  not  be  j-epressed 
by  its  surroundings  ;  it  overleaped  all  the  barriers  in  its  v  ay 
and  found  its  proper  sphere,  not  upon  any  European  or  Asiatic 


throne^  for  we  have  none  eucli  in  tins  land  of  freedom,  but  upon 
the  chair  of  highest   state    in    the  American  Republic,     ^^'llat 
is  true  greatness  ?     ]Mcre  accident  of  birth  to  royal  honors  and 
power?  How  many  thus  favored  are  but  children  in  true  great- 
ness in  comparison  with  some  of  those  over  whom  they  sway 
the  scepter !     True  greatness  is  greatness  of  intellect  and  of 
character,  greatness   which  compels  the  world  to  acknowledgo 
it  and  stands  crowned  before  God  and  man,  not  with    a  crown 
of  gold,  but  with  imperishable  honor.     And  who  can  gainsay 
Buch  greatness  to  our  honored  dead?     Consider  the  circumstan- 
ces   of  his  vouth,   circumstances  so  familiar  as  not  to  need  to 
be  detailed,  consider  the  obstacles  with  which  lie  ever  had  to 
contend  in  dawning  manhood  ;   and  could  it  be   less    than  true 
greatness  that  with  unaided  energy  surmounted  these  obstacles 
and    achieved  such  high  position  ?     Let  it  be  said  that  so-call- 
ed fortune  favored  him  in  being  made  the  choice  of  a   political 
party  which  was  for  the  time  being  in  the  ascendant :  yet  such 
a  party  could  not  have  been  blind — as  fortune  is  fabled  to  be — 
to  the  qualitications  of  this  man  of  their  choice,  could  not  have 
failed  to  consider  his  antecedents  and  judge  whether  his  elec- 
tion would  be  honorable  to  them  and  usefal  to  the  country.      In 
his  past  achievements  they  found  warrant  for  their  coutidencc  in 
him.     And  have  not  the  developments  of  his   oificial   career 
given  ample  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  judgment  thus  ex- 
pressed?    Not  that^we  claim  that  our  departed  President  was  a 
man  v/hose  mind  was  stored  with  all  the  treasures  of  classic  and 
liistoric  lore,  who  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  principles 
and  developments  of  art  and   science,    by   the    brilliancy    of 
Avhose  intellect  all  Ics;  cr  lights   were  paled.     But  we  do  claim 
that    never    was    there   exhibited  to  us    in  tiie    Tresidential 
chair  more  far-seeing  sagacity,  more  vigorous  ability  to  grapple 
with  and  solve  great  problems  concerning  the  nation's  lite,  and 
more  readiness  in  devising  and  patting  into  operation  measures 
lor  the  nation's  good. 

WiiPn  wa«  ihorc  «  timp  in  the  hisforv    of  our   countrv    whfu 
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such  qualities  could  be  more  severely  tested  tlian  during  our 
long  and  bloody  war.  Need  I  attempt  to  detail  the  history  of 
this  war,  the  hosts  engaged  in  it,  tlie  complicated  questions 
arising  out  of  it?  Its  history  is  written  in  blood  and  tears, 
in  desolated  homes  and  uncounted  graves,  in  all  th(i  sad 
and  terrible  things  with  which  we  have  been  so  familiar. 
The  part  which  our  President  has  borne  in  it  you  know  as  well 
as  I.  Let  it  suffice  to  say  that  entering  upon  his  official  duties 
at  a  time  when  the  whole  land  was  shrouded  in  gloom, 
when  treason  walked  unabashed  through  the  halls  of  the  Capi- 
tol, when  traitors  thronged  upon  every  side  thirsting  for  his  life, 
when  all  true  hearts  trembled  for  their  country,  when  ordinan- 
ces of  secession  had  been  passed  by  numerous  States,  when 
the  so-called  Confederacy  was  an  organized  power,  and  assum- 
ing a  chair  which  a  traitor  had  filled,  and  responsibilities  such 
as  no  man  ever  before  had  borne,  he  has  so  conducted  the  affairs 
of  this  great  nation,  through  seas  of  blood  and  sorrow,  that  at 
length  the  morning  breaks  beautifully  upon  the  mountains  and 
there  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt  of  the  glorious  day. 

Is  it  said  that  he  was  assisted  by  the  ablest  counselors,  that 
he  was  supported  by  an  army  sucli  as  never  before  trod  the 
field  ot  battle  and  a  navy  such  as  never  before  ploughed  the 
deep.  Who  can  deny  it?  All  honor  to  these  noble  statesmen  ! 
All  honor  to  these  gallant  soldiers  and-  sailors!  I  would  not 
pluck  a  single  leaf  from  the  laurels  which  entwine  their  brows. 
Yet  who  selected  these  counselors?  whose  master-mind  mani- 
festly swayed  all  their  counsels  ?  Who  chose  these  Generals  and 
Commanders  ?  Avho  especially  adhered  to,  and  ever  upheld  our 
noble  General-in-Chief,  to  whose  matchless  skill  and  energy  the 
country  is  so  incalculably  indebted  ?  who  recommended  and 
urged  forward  measures  for  the  war?  who  never  faltered  in 
his  perseverance  nor  trembled  in  his  trust  even  in  the  darkest 
days  ?  Mistakes  he  made,  of  course,  who  would  not  ?  although  it 
is  difficult  to  designate  them,  for  what  measures  of  importance  did 
he  ever  recommend  the  wisdom  of  which  was  not  proven    by 
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subsequent  events?  Beset  by  radicals  on  the  one  lumd  and  hf 
conservatives  on  tlie  other,  called  too  fast  and  too  slow,  yet 
time  whicli  tries  all  thincTs  has  ever  shown  him  to  be  ritiht  mitil 
many  had  learned  to  doubt  their  own  judjiments  when  in  con- 
flict with  his  and  to  lollow  with  confidence  where  he  led,  and 
even  his  enemies  in  arms  have  confessed  again  and  again  his 
greatness.  Alas,  how  terribly  to  us  did  they  make  such  con- 
fession in  tho  tragic  close  of  his  lifcl  "Why  did  that  fiUal  bul- 
let pierce  his  brain?  Why  but  because  that  wastJic  busy  brain 
whose  busy  working,  more  than  any  other,  wrought  confusion 
.and  death  to  traitors  ?  The  time  is  past  for  disparaging  the 
intellectual  greatness  of  Ahkaham  Lincoln'.  Too  humble  to 
make  the  preteaitions  of  others,  his  lile  has  demonstrated  his 
greatness.  The  testimony  which  it  has  furnishd  has  already 
accumulated  until  the  most  violent  enemies  of  the  truth  have 
Ibsen  compelled  to  make  confession  of  it,  and  still  I  tirmlj 
believe,  it  will  accumulate  as  the  secret  things  of  this  war  are 
written  until  to  future  generations  he  will  indeed  appear  "a 
prince  and  a  great  man,'*  worthy  to  be  raiilccd  as  such  with  any 
who  have  gone  before. 

And  of  his  moral  greatness,  what  shall  I  say?  Here  it  is 
•especially,  that  he  towers  before  us  a  "prince."'  Is  unswerv- 
inf'  honesty  an  elenvrnt  of  such  greatness,  honesty  which  do'S 
not  even  think  the  false,  then  what  of  him  whose  very  name  is 
.a  svnonym  of  honesty.  Is  humility  an  clement  of  such  great- 
ness, then  what  of  him  whoju  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance 
of  his  high  station,  could  never  for  a  moment  change  from  the 
mo.-. t  lowly  and  unostentatious  of  men,  than  whom  Jio  humbler 
man  existed  in  all  our  land.  Is  patriotism  an  element  of  such 
G;reatness.  then  what  of  him  who  so  loved  his  country  as  did 
our  noble  dead.  Are  bene\olencc  and  humanity  elements  of 
such  greatness,  then  what  of  him  who  lit'red  the  heavy  yoke  of 
oppression  froin  tho  necks  of  so  many  bondsmen,  whose  name 
phall  go  down  to  posterity  as  The  Great  Emancipator,  the 
\vorJd's  most  distinguished  champion  of  liberty,  who  ever  lent 
^  lisle.nint;  ear  tx^  the  \  oii?e   of   mother,    wife,  sister,    daughter, 
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pleading  for  the  condemned,  and  kindly  considered  their  peti- 
tions,  and  who  was  ready  to  pass  by  in  his  mercy  even  the  hor- 
rid crimes  of  tho?e  raonsrers  in  iniquity,  in  opposing  who,?e  re- 
bellion his  O'-vn  hfe  has  been  sacraficed.  Oh  the  besotted  blind- 
ness and  madness  of  these  who  saw  in  him  a^  tyrant !  Is  the 
chidiike  fear  of  God  an  element  of  such  greatness,  then  what  of 
him  who  on  first  leaving  his  home  so  earnestly  asked  the  pray- 
ers of  his  former  fellow-citizens  in  his  behalf,  not  in  any  spirit 
of  cant,  but  in  self-evident  realization  of  his  need  of  Divine 
help,  who  in  all  the  progress  of  this  war,  in  all  his  writings  and 
utterances  has  ever  expressed  the  most  humble  reliance  upon 
1)1  vine  direction  and  strength,  in  whom  indeed  a  sublime  faith: 
in  God  has  ever  been  so  prominent  as  to  leave  its  impress  upon 
all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact  and  to  fill  our  higli  places, 
eivil  and  military,  with  a  like  spirit  to  a  degree  never  before 
witnessed,  and  from  whose  lips  is  said  to  have  come  the  unaffec- 
ted testimony  "I  do  love  Jesus."  And  no  wonder  that  out  of 
such  qualities  as  these  there  flowed  a  purity  of  life  which  no 
enemy  has  ever  for  one  moment  impugned,  a  good  name  so  un- 
sullied by  any  vice  that  the  tongue  of  detraction  would  only 
Iblacken  his  name  who  uttered  aught  against  it.  And  is  not 
this  true  greatness?  Put  all  these  facts  together,-  not  exaggera- 
ted in  their  statement,  and  does  not  Abraham  Lincoln  rise  ma- 
jestically before  us  as  a  "great  man  and  a  prince  ?  "  No  won- 
der that  the  country  had  learned  to  lean  upon  him  as  a  mighty 
pillar  of  strength,  that  in  his  fall  the  very  foundations  seem  out 
of  place,  and  that  enshrined  by  his  many  noble  qualities  in  the 
very  inmost  hearts  of  millions,  those  hearts  bleed  and  bleed, 
and  almost  refuse  to  be  comforted  in  his  death.  Oh  "how  is  the 
mighty  fallen !  "  Oh  lamented  and  honored  dead,  it  seems 
too  hard  that  this  should  be  the  reward  of  all  tliy  care  and  all 
thy  faithful  service  to  thy  country  and  humanity,  that  thy  form 
should  he  added  to  the  many  thousands  whose  lives  have  been 
quenched  by  this  accursed  rebellion  I  Well  indeed  may  we 
hang  owr  houses  and  our  churches  with   mourning  to-day,  and 
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slieJ  our  bitter  ihou^ih  uuavailiug  tenr*  as  such  an  one  m  lx>nio 
to  his  grave.  Wc  honored  hinj,  we  loved  him,  we  leaned  up- 
on him,  but  "the  strong  staff  is  broken  and  the  bcautitul  rod,"' 
and  torn  and  sorrowing,  we  tall  prostrate  to  day,  and  plead  for 
the  eon.sol. lions  of  God. 

Nor  for  this  alone  do  wc  mourn  to-daV.  Our  worthy  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  also  felt  the  assassin's  hand.  (_)h  the  dia- 
bolical baseness  that  could  stand  beside  his  bed  and  pierce  Iiis 
helpless  form  with  the  murderer's  knife.  You  know  the  hor- 
rible story,  and  I  will  not  narrate  it  Thank  God  the  hand  of 
the  murderer  failed  of  its  aim  to  take  away  his  life,  that  he  lives 
and  is  improving,  to  whose  able  statesmanship  the  country  is  so 
indebted,  under  God,  for  preservation  from  foreign  war,  even 
■when  it  seemed  just  ready  to  burst  upon  us,  until  now  the 
threatening  clouds  have  scattered,  and  strong  by  tiiumph  the 
nation  hangs  its  hope  on  God  and  casts  away  all  tear.  Oh  that 
his  life  may  be  spared,  and  that  to  the  country  may  be  spared 
liis  invaluable  counsels. 

Xor  is  this  all.  Where  now  is  the  security  of  any  occupy- 
ing Such  stations  ?  Have  the  knife  and  the  bullet  of  the  as- 
sassin once  done  their  work,  then  must  they  ever  tremble  who 
walk  in  these  high  places  of  the  land.  In  a  moment  the  man 
■who  is,  under  CJod,  his  country's  stay  and  support,  may  be 
stricken  down  in  the  m  dst  of  all  his  honors  and  usefulness, 
and  sink  into  the  dark  grave.  Oh  sad  day  for  the  nation  when 
such  a  precedent  as  this  was  set  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
abandoned  anci  vile  of  coming  years  to  lift  up  murderous  hands 
against  the  chosen  of  the  land. 

Nor  these  things  alone.  A\'e  sec  too  the  awful  spirit  which 
still  exists  in  our  land,  what  demons  in  human  guise  yet  walk 
this  soil,  this  precious  soil  of  freedom  ;  for  surely  none  but 
liends  incarnate  could  have  done  sucli  dreailful  work  as  this. 

"Alas  I  alas  I  for  the  day,  a  day  of  darkness  and  gloomi- 
ness, a  day  of  clouds  and  not  of  thick  darkness,  even  of 
the  morning  spread  upon  the  mountains."     'J'hc  noble    helms- 


13 


biau  of  our  Sliip  ot"  Slate  has  fallen  at  liis  post ;  his  nearest 
^counselor  lies  bleedino-  at  the  very  gates  of  death  ;  treason  has 
done  its  work  ;  the  highest  stations  in  the  land  do  not  screen 
from  the  hand  of  the  murderer ;  men  in  whom  no  single  re- 
deeming trait  remains,  in  whom  every  spark  of  nobleness 
is  quenched,  of  whom  Satan  has  complete  possession,  yet  live 
and  go  to  and  fro  in  our  borders. 

But  is  it  all  dark  ?  is  there  no  light  ?  Yea,  blessed  be  God» 
there  is.  And  whence  ?  Whence,  but  from  above,  from  •'Him 
from  whose  hand  comes  that  shining  orb  of  light  whose  bright- 
ness floods  the  earth,  from  Him  who  in  other  days  has  given  us 
light,"  who  has  been  our  nation's  guide  and  helper,  and  will 
keep  her  still.  ^'■God  'I'eir/no.thJ'  How  the  soul  exults  in 
the  glorious  truth !  how  it  scatters  the  darkness  !  how  it  sweet- 
ens the  sorrow,  wdiich  still  we  cannot  but  feel,  how  it  checks 
the  outbursting  rebelliousness  which  refuses  to  submit  to  such 
a  s;;d  event.  All  over  the  Divine  word  this  truth  is  written. 
Everywhere  in  all  history  it  is  patent  to  the  observation  ot  all. 
on  every  page  of  our  history  it  is  indelibly  stamped.  The  uni- 
verse is  not  without  its  Governor ;  nations  are  not  the  play- 
things of  mere  chance,  or  of  the  mad  passions  of  men ;  Kings 
and  Presidents  do  not  rise  and  fall  without  aught  but  human 
control.  '■''God  rules  the  nations,  God  sits  upon  His  throne  of 
holiness.  "77^  casts  one  down  and  raises  another  up."  Through 
all  the  changes  of  the  world  he  carries  forward  His  own  purposes, 
"making  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him  and  restraining  the 
remainder  of  His  wrath ;"  and  in  every  time  of  trouble  we  may 
vp  to  Him,  and  take  hold  of  His  hand,  let  om-s  rest  in  it,  and  be 
calm  and  be  still. 

Bnt  is  there  comfort  for  us  in  this  now  ?  Perchance  He  is 
not  upon  our  side.  Aye,  but  He  is.  He  it  is  that  has  brought 
us  thus  far  through  the  wilderness  towards  the  land  of  peace 
and  triumph.  "His  right  hand  and  His  holy  arm  hath  got- 
ten us  the  victory."  Above  the  din  and  smoke  of  battle  He 
has  his  throne  :  in  the  counsels  of  statesmen  and  in  the  tents 


14 


of  generals  has  He  presided,  and  council  and  war  liavc  hee^ 
directed  by  Hira,  and  to  Him  be  endless  praises  given.  And 
as  lie  has  been  with  us,  so  lie  Avill  be  with  us  .still. 
<.)ur  cause  is  the  cause  of  just  government,  ot"  truth,  of  nee- 
doni,  of  Imnianity  and  of  religion.  He  nnist  be  on  our  side. 
And  though  for  some  wise  end,  lie  has  permitted  this  sad  and 
dreadful  tragedy,  yet  He  Iiath  not  forsaken  us.  Behind  this 
dark  cloud  He  hides  a  face  of  love.  In  other  times  of  dark- 
nesa»He  has  made  His  face  to  shine  upon  us,  and  though  this 
be  tlie  midnight  of  our  sorrow,  yet  the  morning  s/iall  come,  and 
our  land  shall  rejoice  in  GogL 

And  are  these  things  so,  then  surely  it  become  us  to  ponder 
well  upon  the  teaeliings  of  this  calamity.  God  hides  His 
face  from  nations  as  from  individuals,  for  some  great  end.  And 
what  is  the  end  of  this?  Ah  who  can  altofrethcr  know?  who 
can  read  the  pnrposes  of  God?  "His  way  is  in  the  sea  and 
His  path  in  the  great  w^aters  and  His  footsteps  are  not  known.'' 
"lie  maketh  darkness  His  secret  place.  His  pavillion  round 
about  him  is  dark  Waters  and  thick  clouds."  But  yet  surely 
we  may  read  something  of  His  meaning,  else  we  were  but  poor 
students  of  His  word. 

And  to  answer  the  question  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  ca- 
lamity, let  us  ask  other  questions.  Where,  in  recent  days,  or 
in  the  immediate  future,  had  our  nation  gone,  or  was  it  going, 
wrong  with  reference  to  this  great  conflict,  in  which  the  hand 
of  God  is  on  us  ?  In  what  possible  way  could  the  chararacter- 
istics  of  our  departed  President  have  done  us  injury  ?  And  to 
what  was  his  death  in  such  a  way  fitted  to  prompt  the  nation  ? 
Siu-cly  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in  answering  such  questions 
as  these.  They  all  unmistakably  point  to  but  one  thing,  to 
that  spirit  of  leniency  towards  traitors,  whicli  has  been  so  rapid' 
\y  growing  in  the  land.  Do  we  ask  where  the  nation  has  been 
going  wrong,  is  it  not  here?  do  we  ask  where  our  honored  dead 
from  liis  most  prominent  characteristics  might  hare  done  us 
harm,  is  it  not  \\vn\  wliitc  m  tlio  kindness  of  his  heart  he  was 
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in  danger  of  forgetting  the  claims  of  justice  ?  do  we  ask  to 
what  this  death  in  such  a  way  is  fitted  to  prompt  tlie  nation,  is 
it  not  to  a  more  determined  sternness  in  this  matter  ?  It  is 
indeed  astonishing  to  reflect  upon  therevokition  of  feeling  con- 
cerning these  things  which  the  past  few  weeks  had  witnessed. 
As  victory  has  crowned  our  arms  the  violent  denunciations  of 
traitors  once  so  common,  have  been  no  longer  heard ;  almost 
the  entire  north  has  been  ready  to  bury  their  misdeeds  in  a 
strange  oblivion  ;  even  the  most  earnest  advocates  of  their  de- 
struction, have  been  pi-eaching  the  widest  charity.  From  yon- 
der crumbling  pulpit  in  Charleston  harbor,  there  doubtless  were 
heard  on  that  sad  Friday  last — forever  sad  to  Americans — the 
trumpet  tones  of  one  whom  scarce  any  have  excelled  in  de- 
nunciations, proclaiming  "peace  and  good  will"  to  traitors.  I 
do  not  utter  words  of  censure,  for  I  too  have  felt  so,' — with 
shame  I  confess  it.  But  I  feel  so  no  longer.  Would  such 
leniency  be  just?  Would  it  be  just  to  the  founders  of  this  na- 
tion, who  laid  its  foundations  in  their  blood  ?  Would  it  be 
just  to  those  heroic  onesVho  have  laid  down  their  lives  on  many 
a  battle-field  against  this  accursed  rebellion  ?  would  it  be  just 
to  those  thousands  who  have  starved  and  wasted  and  died 
in  yonder  loathsome  prisons  ?  would  it  be  just  to  the  sorrowing 
ones  whose  homes  are  desolate,  and  from  whom  every  earthly 
staff  is  taken?  would  it  be  just  to  posterity,  rising  up  and 
pleading  for  some  security  against  the  repetition  of  such  scenes, 
some  monument  of  the  nation's  justice,  at  the  rememberance  of 
which  treason  will  perish  in  its  very  inception  ?  would  it  be 
just  to  God  Himself  who  has  given  to  this  nation  a  "sword" 
which  she  is  "not  to  wield  in  vain,"  in  wielding  which  she  is  to 
be  "a  terror  to  evil-doers  and  a  praise  to  them  that  do  well  ?" 
What  crimes  like  those  of  which  the  leaders  of  this  rebellion 
have  been  guilty, — perjury,  treason,  starvation  and  wholesale 
murder !  And  shall  these  be  counted  as  nothing  ?  Surely  it 
would  be  to  forget  that  God  is  just,  it  woidd  be  failing  to  rec- 
ognize any  distinction  between  right  and  wrong,  it  would  be 
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tlisavowlng  (!io  .-spirit  of  tlio  entire  \vor(l  of  Go<l,  in  uaioh  '"■/'ifs- 
tice  and  mercy  are  met  together,  and  righteousness  and  \m\\cq  em- 
brace each  other."  Oh  how  just  is  God  1  Sec  you  not  yonder  cross ; 
liowelofiuentlydotliosc  gaping  wounds,  and  that  streaming  blood 
proclaim  that  "justice  and  judgement  arc  the  habitation  ot'  his 
throne  1  "  While  in  a  Father's  mercy  lie  rules  the  world,  yet 
in  sternest  justice  docs  He  mete  out  punishment  to  those  who 
rebel  against  Him.  And  so  He  demands  of  nations,  that  on  the 
principles  of  His  government  they  too  shall  govern.  To  den v 
this  is  to  charge  Him  with  the  gi'ossest  inconsistency.  And 
woe  be  to  the  nation  tliat  from  a  mistaken  leniency,  however 
praiseworthy  in  itself",  overlooks  this  gi-eat  principle  of  all  true 
government,  true  because  in  harmony  with  the  Divine  !  Goil 
marks  traitors  and  will  not  suftor  them  to  go  unpunished.  See 
the  case  of  AK?aIom.  Notwithstanding  his  vile  rebellion,  a 
lather's  heart  was  full  of  pity  towards  him,  and  would  have 
spared  him,  and  gave  orders  tiiat  he  should  be  spared,  but  God 
hunglmw  by  a  striking  intervention  of  His  hand,  as  we  should 
hang  the  leaders  of  this  rebellion.  See  the  command  given  by 
God  to  Isniel  concerning  the  destruction  of  the  Canaanites,  and 
the  judgments  brouglit  upon  them  because  they  did  not  obey 
it.  See  the  punishment  brought  upon  the  house  of  Saul,  be- 
cause he  spared  the  life  of  Agag.  Hear  the  malediction  upon 
Ahab  for  simply  sp.-iring  lienliadad.  "Because  thou  hast 
let  go  a  man  whom  I  had  appointed  to  destruction,  therefore 
thy  Hfe  shall  go  lor  his  life,  and  thy  peoi)le  for  his  people." 
And  "the  same  yesterday,  to-day  and  forever,"  still  these  stern 
demands  a'(>  made  upon  nations.  And  here  was  our  dano-er. 
and  here  our  need  of  this  great  calamity.  Shall  we  not  sup- 
pose that  the  mission  of  our  lamented  President  was  complete, 
that  IFe  whoso  wondcrfutUy  preserved  him  from  the  assassin  in 
).;istand  seemingly  far  greater  dangers,stLll  held  back  that  hand 
until  liis  work  was  done  ?  In  t/iis  light,  and  in  f/iis  onlv,  docs 
this  mission  scnn  complete,  ///.v  hand  which  knew  onlv  io 
give     mercy,     must    gi\<>     pKuT     to    tin-     stern    haii.l   ot'  jus- 


17 


tice  ;  and  by  the  manner  of  hia  Jcatli, — oh  so  hard  to  bear ; 
by  this  as  in  no  other  way,  the  spirit  of  the  nation  is  aroused 
to  justice.  Alas !  hoAV  terrible  a  priee  for  sueh  a  lesson !  xVnd 
shall  we  not  learn  it  when  thus  taught,  and  shall  we  not  as 
christian  people  urge  and  demand  that  henceforth  traitors  shall 
receive  the  doom  which  they  deserve  ?  Away  with  this  maud- 
lin sentimentalism,  this  false  idea  of  a  mercy  which  is  unjust, 
tiee.  "Let  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  work  of  treason 
perish,"  should  be  the  motto — not  in  vengence  but  in  Jus- 
tice— of  all  who  revere  the  authority  of  Scripture.  True,  the 
religion  of  Christ  is  a  religion  of  forgiveness.  Never  should 
we  forget  our  Savior's  prayer  upon  the  cross  "Father  for- 
give them  for  they  know  not  what  they  do;"  never  should 
we  forget  the  spirit  of  that  beautiful  prayer  in  which  we  are 
taught  to  pray  for  forgiveness  as  we  forgive  others,  "For-- 
give  us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass  against 
us."  ^i\t 2?ersonal  offences  are  one  thing,  and  civil  oftences 
are  another  and  v/idely  different.  And  while  for  the  former 
there  should  be  forgiveness,  for  the  latter  there  should  be  the 
prison  or  the  scaffold,  as  the  magnitude  pf  the  crime  requires. 
Admit  that  traitors  have  suffered  already,  yet  it  is  only  from  the 
accidents  of  war  so-called,  only  as  the  nation  itself  has  suffered, 
not  from  the  sword  of  justice  descending  upon  them  as  crirai-, 
nals  taken  in  their  crimes.  Admit  that  for  the  present  better 
harmonizing  of  the  country,  it  may  seem  better  that  rebels  shall 
go  free ;  yet  what  is  harmony  worth  that  is  purchased  at  the 
sacritice  ot  national  authority  ?  that  fixes  a  premium  of  noto 
riety  at  least  upon  treason  ?  Such  harmony  would  be  but- 
mockery,  the  mere  turning  over  to  posterity  of  troubles  which 
should  be  forever  settled  now.  Oh  that  the  entire  nation  would 
arise  to  the  recognition  of  this  great  lesson  of  sorrow ! 

Nor  this  alone.  To-day  we  see  as  never  before  the  spirit  of 
secession.  None  but  a  spirit  steeped  in  the  very  essence  of  all 
baseness  could  have  done  such  thincrsas  these.  Pevils  mio-ht 
well  shudder  at  such  depths  of  iniquity.     It  is  idle  to  say  that 
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this  is  but  an  exceptional  manifestation  of  such  a  spirit,  tliat  the 
leaders  ir  rebellion  could  not  have  had  any  sympathy  with  such 
an  act.  However  widely  extended  the  conspiracy  mav  have 
been  of  whicii  these  sad  events  were  but  the  partial  accomplish- 
ment, and  whoever  Avere  engaged  in  it,  or  connived  at  it,  vet 
the  spirit  is  the  same  which  has  reigned  during  the  entire  war 
both  in  field  and  prison,  and  it  is  but  a  fitting  culmination  of 
all  the  deeds  of  treason,  that  now  when  nothing  was  to  be  gain- 
ed by  them,  such  acts  as  tliesc  should  be  committed.  And 
whence  has  tliis  spirit  had  its  birth  ?  from  what  soil  grew  the 
accrrsed  tree  whose  boughs  have  been  la-Ion  witli  such  a  fruit- 
age ?  Surely  it  must  have  struck  its  roots  deep  into  a  soil  poison- 
ed and  black,  and  reeking  with  all  conceivable  iniquity.  And  do 
we  not  well  know  this  soil,  the  soil  of  slavery.  Only  thence 
could  such  a  spirit  have  grown,  a  spirit  in  which  everything 
beautiful  and  noble  seems  blighted,  a  spirit  revelling  in  scenes 
of  blood  and  death.  Thank  God  that  this  soil  has  been  up- 
turned, that  ploughed  by  war  and  sodden  by  blood,  it  is  hence- 
forth and  forever  to  be  the  soil  of  freedom.  Over  it  the  dark 
branches  of  secession  shall  no  more  be  spread,  but  from  it  shall 
grow  "all  manner  of  trees  pleasant  to  the  sight  and  good  for  food," 
and  a  nation  of  freemen  shall  rejoice  in  it  as  their  homes. 
His  blood  whom  we  mourn  to-day  shall  more  than  any  other 
contribute  to  this  end,  and  thus  shall  not  be  shed  in  vain.  To 
this  work  of  freedom  we  should  consecrate  ourselves  anew  to- 
day, by  all  our  love  for  our  departed,  by  all  our  sorrow  for  liis 
death,  by  all  our  lovo  for  our  country  and  humanity  and  God, 
pledging  ourselves  that  we  will  not  rest  until  our  entire  land 
shall  become  in  fact  as  it  has  so  long  been  in  name,  i/w  land  of 
liberty. 

And  to-day,  more  than  ever,  our  departed  President  and  our 
weak  and  wounded  Sc(;retary  of  State  should  be  dear  to  our 
hearts.  Why  have  they  been  smitten?  Not  for  their  own 
j^nkes — because  they  l)orc  the  name  of  AnRAHAM  Lincoln  and 
Wm.  H.  SewAKF) — but  for  their   eounlrv's  sake.      Smitten  for 
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you  and  me,  as  our  representatives.      And  surely  if  tlicre  h& 
gratitude  in  our  hearts  at  all,  it  should  be  theirs. 

And  now  one  word  of  comfort  and  I  will  close.  The 
day  is  dark ;  oh  how  dark ;  but  still  there  is  light.  The  na- 
tion lives.  Amid  the  throes  of  war  she  has  thrown  off  the  dis- 
eases that  were  eating  at  her  heart.  Strengthened  by  the  con- 
flict through  which  she  has  passed,  and  belted  together  by 
rivers  and  mountains,  and  stronger  than  these  by  bonds  of  pat- 
riotism welded  in  the  fires  of  war,  there  spreads  out  before 
her  a  future  of  peace,  of  righteousness,  of  honor  and  of  power 
such  as  she  has  never  before  kno-^n.  Noble  men,  and  men  of 
might  still  live.  Already  we  have  a  President  to  whose  sup- 
port we  should  rally  as  one  man  with  sympathy  and  withprayer 
and  to  whose  strong  hand,  under  God,  we  may  entrust 
the  helm  of  our  national  affairs.  Our  invaluable  Secretary  of 
State  still  lives,  as  we  trust  he  may  continue  to  do ;  our  Sec-- 
retary  of  War  still  lives,  whose  strong  arm  has  been  so  long 
felt  in  all  our  armies,  destined  to  be  felt  still,  though  trea- 
son thought  to  paralyze  it  with  its  blow :  our  noble  Chief  Jus- 
tice still  sits  upon  the  judicial  chair,  and  we  know  that  his  de- 
cisions will  be  for  freedom  and  truth ;  Our  General-in-Chief 
still  lives,  and  his  many  honored  subordinates  ;  our  Vice- Admi- 
ral lives,  and  his  commanders ;  our  soldiers  and  sailors  are 
upon  many  a  field  and  on  many  a  wave  5.  before  them  the  foe 
lay  down  their  arms,  the  banner  of  secession  gives  place  to  our 
starry  flag,  the  horizen  brightens,  hill-top  and  valley  are  radi- 
ant with  victory,  and  peace  comes  through  triumph  to  bless  the 
land.  Aye,  and  over  all  these  agencies,  '•'■  God  lives,  and  bles- 
sed be  our  Rock  and  let  the  God  of  our  salvation  be  exalted." 
Perchance  we  have  trusted  too  much  in-  '-an  arm  of  flesh,"  -we 
have  leaned  too  confidingly  on  our  earthly  pillar,  and  God  has 
permitted  this  pillar  to  be  smitten  down,  that  staggering  and  sor- 
rowing, we  may  lift  up  our  hands  and  take  hold  on  Him.  Oh 
that  our  nation,  bowed  down  by  this  great  bereavement,  may  lift 
its  heart  to  God  and  renew  its  trust  in  Him,  as  its  only  sure  and 
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abiding  defence.  And  nioie,  in  tlie  ijT:ive  ot  our  departed,  lallon 
in  such  a  way,  we  see  already  party  dirterenccs  being  buried, 
and  cer  this  grave  all  true  lovers  of  their  country  join  hands 
again??  the  foe.  And  is  deatii  vain  which  bears  such  fruit  as 
this? 

Do  we  weep,  let  us  rejoice  also.  Abraham  Lincoln  is  fallen, but 
he  has  not  \h\d  in  vain ;  he  is  fallen  but  from  the  highest  earthly 
gloiy  he  could  have  reached,  when  the  tlag  of  our  country  had  just 
again  been  hoisted  over  the  battered  walls  where  it  was  first  haul- 
ed down,  when  the  aimy  which  had  been  the  bulwark  of  the  re- 
bellion had  laid  down  its  arms,  and  when  the  end  was  unmis- 
takably an  end  of  ^-ictory  for  the  right;  he  is  fallen,  but  he 
Baw  and  rejoiced  in  the  nation's  ti'iumph ;  he  is  fallen,  but  the 
fruits  of  his  life  remain  to  us;  he  is  fallen,  but  he  cannot  be 
forgotten,  his  memory  shall  be  cherished,  it  shall  grow  greener 
and  more  beautiful  throughout  all  time,  and  the  nation  which 
he  loved  so  nmch  and  served  so  faitlifuUy,  shall  ever  delight  to 
Avatch  over  his  gi-ave,  as  the  last  earthly  resting  place  of  one  of 
the  greatest  and  noblest  of  her  sons.  Such  a  man  cannot  die  ; 
he  still  lives  and  walks  the  oarth,  his  spirit  reigns  yet  where 
once  his  voice  was  heard,  he  is  repeated  in  the  lives  of  the  good 
and  great,  and  '"being  dead  yet  speakcth."  Let  us  cherish  his 
inomor}',  let  us  love  more  fondly  the  country  in  whose  ser- 
vice he  iell,  let  us  hate  treason  and  slavery  more,  let  us  sustain 
our  rulers,  let  us  endeavor  to  live  christian  lives  in  the  fear 
of  God,  let  us  "stand  in  our  lot"  and  do  our  work  until 
the  end  conn'.s.  Life  is  solcnm  at  any  time,  but  especially 
in  such  limes  as  these,  when  gi-cat  events  jostle  one  another  in 
their  number  and  suddenness.  JI(tf/  God  give  lis  (jracc  to 
be  faithful  to  our  country  and  to  Him. 


